
Between official directives and practical 
circumstances – ethical reflexions from a 

professional clinical perspective
Mikael Sandlund

Umeå University/Smer
December 2022



“ethically difficult care situations” 
during the pandemic
Spaces where clinicians have encountered ethical problems:

I. Space of Being Ignorant and/or Afraid
II. Space of Liberated Professionals
III. The Heroic space
IV. Space of Being in Need of Help and Guidance
V. Space of Being Tired and Worn Out – and Angry
VI. Space of System Must Change
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