
The shadow of J Bentham is long
in times of health crisis: A Spanish
story of success in prioritization of
vaccines against Covid-19





A BIOETHICAL CRISIS
IN A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS 



PRIORIZATION

THE WORD OF THE PANDEMIC FROM A 
BIOETHICAL PERSPECTIVE



PRIORIZATION IS NOT STRANGE TO OUR HEALTHCARE
SYSTEMS (PUBLIC MODELS)

BIOETHICAL CONFLICTS ARE NOT STRANGE TO THE
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM AND TO ITS DECISION MAKING
PROCESS (values involved, such as life, integrity, privacy.
…)



SOCIAL VALUE OF
THE INDIVIDUAL



DO INDIVIDUALS HAVE SOCIAL VALUE?





BIOETHICAL DIAGNOSIS OF THE PANDEMIC

1. UTILITARIANISM

2. DILEMMATISM

3. SCIENTIFICISM



ZAGREBELSKY

IT IS NOT ONLY THE MOST BENEFIT
FOR THE MORE NUMBER OF
INDIVIDUALS, IT IS ABOUT THE LESS
NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS
EXCLUDED FROM HAPPINESS



DIEGO GRACIA:

The human being tends to reduce the courses of action to two
and usually extreme. It is a dichotomous logic, a bias of
dilemmatism

In real life there are few dilemmas and many problems



WILL THERE BE 
VACCINES FOR 
EVERYBODY?





ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

RISKS
GROUPS



ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

RISKS
GROUPS

does this virus 
treat everybody
the same way?





EQUALITY

NECESSITY

EQUITY

VULNERABILITY

THE BEST INTEREST OF CHILDREN

SOCIAL BENEFIT

RECIPROCITY

ETHICAL PRINCIPLES











REASONS FOR A SUCCESS

LIVING STRATEGY

STEP BY STEP

NON COMPULSORY v VOLUNTARY

STRATEGY BASED ON ETHICAL PRINCIPLES



THERE IS NOT A RIGHT TO CHOOSE VACCINES

BUT IS BETTER TO BE VACCINATED EVEN WITH A
NON MIXED BOOST
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