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Andreas Hofer 1767-1810
Leader of  the Tyrolean riflemen (“Schützen”) against 
the Bavarians.

Tyrol, part of Bavaria since 1805,
the first country in the world to introduce compulsory
vaccination (against smallpox) in 1807.

For Tyrol this was blasphemy.
The vaccination provoked an armed uprising.
Andreas Hofer was executed in Mantova by order of
Napoleon – since then Andreas Hofer is a “superhero”

A superhero of the past ?



The Austrian Bioethics Commission (ABC) and the
discourse regarding vaccination against infectious

diseases



Austrian Bioethics Commission (ABC)

• established 2001

• 24 Members  12 men/12 women

• (not remunerated) various disciplines: medicine, philosophy, law, 
theology, genetics, political sciences…

• 38 recommendations since 2001, 
13 since march 2020 regarding Covid-19

• published (german/english) on website

www.bundeskanzleramt.at

• Public lectures, discussions,

Bioethics in schools,…

http://www.bundeskanzleramt.at/
http://images.google.at/imgres?imgurl=http://www.flaggen-server.de/europa2/oesterreich_g_coa.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.flaggen-server.de/europa1/oesterreich.php&h=400&w=600&sz=20&hl=de&start=2&tbnid=RMm-CQ7UGdvszM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q%3D%C3%B6sterreich%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Dde


Discussion and recommendations within the ABC 
regarding vaccination against infectious diseases

• April 2014 Request of Federal Minister of Health (re Measles)

• June 2015  Obligation to be vaccinated for health workers

• May 2019  Obligation for all – if necessary re other diseases

• November 2020  Priorisation rules (Covid-19 pandemic)

• March 2021  Requirement for health personnel

• October 2021 “Eine Pandemie ist keine Privatsache”

• January 2021  Review within the parliamentary assessment



Timetable regarding the vaccine mandate law

Continuous exclusion of a possibility of a vaccine mandate law by 
politicians (regarding also specific groups like health workers)

• November 19, 2021 unexpected announcement of a mandate-law

• February 3, 2022 majority approval in the Parliament of a 
mandate law for residents > 18 years

• February 5, 2022 effective (planned until February 2024, 
fines up to Euro 3.600 planned for refusal

• May 25, 2022 Suspension of the law until August 31, 2022

• July 8, 2022 Repeal of the law (while a new wave starts!)



Chronology of ABC-recommendations regarding
vaccination since 2014 and vaccine related decisions of 

the Austrian government



General Recommendation of the
Austrian Bioethics Commission 2015 

„In view of the enormous risk potential emanating from non-
vaccinated health workers and the legitimate trust of patients that
they will not be exposed to additional health risks in a medical
institution, it would be justifiable to have legally compulsory
vaccination for these groups of persons.”

Never implemented



Never 
implemented

The decisive factor for compulsory vaccination is proportionality: 

“The more harmless the intervention is for the individual, the
more 'dangerous' the disease for the health of the population
and the greater the overall benefit of compulsory vaccination, the
rather, the interference with the physical integrity of the
individual seems justified."



Bioethics Committees
New Role in the Pandemic

• Bioethical norms extended beyond
clinical medicine and research

• Increased interest of the media

• High output under difficult working
conditions due to social distancing and
lockdowns

• Engaging members in government
pandemic-related advisory bodies



Priorisation, and
therefore resulting
obligation for
health workers
Never 
implemented



A Pandemic is no Private Matter
„Social cooperation and solidarity by the individual are

needed to overcome the pandemic“



„The vaccine
enables a basic
immunization for a 
long-term effective
fight against the
pandemic“ -
Never 
implemented



Some facts of today



The Story continues



Take home message

• The (vaccine-)recommendations (since 2014) of the Austrian Bioethics 
Commission were never implemented

• Nor the recommendations of the National Vaccination Board (NIG)
• As of today, there is no legal obligation for health workers to be 

vaccinated against specific infectious diseases (measles, polio, 
Pertussis,…)

• Causal for the political decisions were the considerable opposition from
right-wing political groups and conspiracy theorists shown in regular large 
demonstrations („Freedom“)

• Fear prevailed, the lawwould shape the results of upcoming state
elections

• The vaccination issue became a political focus blocking everything else



Thank you for your attention!

www.josephinum.ac.at


